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Because of the current interest in livestock numbers and production 
during World,War I as compared with that of the current war, the following 
data have been prepared. Total grain-consuming animal units less horses and 
mules per capita have ranged from 75,5 to 98.2 percent of the 1916-18 average 
during the years 1939-43 (table 1). In spite of the rapid increases in 
livestock numbers during recent years, they do not appear to be burdensome 
when compared on a per capita basis with numbers during the first World War. 
Although sheep and chicken numbers kept pace with the increase in population, 
they did not offset the other classes of livestock that failed to keep up in 
production ~tables 2 and 3). 


Yearly production of livestock and livestock products (tables 4-5) shows 
a more favorable relationship to United States population than does livestock 
on farms January 1. The production of cattle and calves was the only class 
of livestock failing to keep pace with human population. Since domestic con- 
sumption of meat animals is not considered in these data, imports and exports 
have been omitted. Although export figures for recent years are not available 
for publication, civilian, military, and lend-lease requirements will no doubt 


Maintain a high level of demand for all livestock and livestock products pro- 


duced during the war and immediate post-war period. This demand should be 
sufficient to maintain prices at ceiling levels. 


Livestock numbers and production have increased much faster than feed 
grain production. Present trends indicate that feed grain supplies will be 
the limiting factor in livestock production rather than demand for livestock 
and livestock products, Wheat production is the only major food and feed 
crop that has kept pace with the increase in population (tables 6 and 7). 


Table 1.-Livestock animal units 1/: Numbers on farms, January, 1916-18 and 


1939-43, total United States population 2/, and percent 1939-43 
livestoc« animal units per capita 2/ is of 1916-18 average 


er ie si? 1, 1999 19,0 94 gaa one 
Number, millions ata ba 110 116 é 112 Le 122 32 148 

U. S. population 2/ {00,0 101:5 102.9 : 13004 131.5 132.6 134.0 135.6 
Per repo enimeal nite 1.37 1.09 1.13 : «86° 96 092 {98h ro Lg 


Percent of 1916-18 - average per capita 2/ =: 77.5 86.5 82.9 88.3 98.2 


1/ Excludes horses and mules from all grain-consuming a 
Compiled from reports of B. A. E. 

2/ Includes U. S. civilian and armed forces. 

Compiled from Bureau of the Census data. 
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Table 2.-Livestock: Selected classes, numbers on farms, 
United States, January, 1916-18 and 1939-43 


Sea aa a eR TNR BRET LF EST eas RE Te 
Item 1916 «gi? gue * 1939 «1940 19h1 «1942 OAS 
Livestock: a 


Dairy cows, thous. 20,752 21,212 21,536 :24,600 24,926 25,478 26,398 26,946 


Other cattle, " 40,686 49,767 51,504 :41,429 43,271 45,983 48,304 51,124 
Hogs, " 60,596 57,578 62,931 250,012 61,115 54,256 60,377 73,660 
Sheep, " 40,010 38,886 39,664 251,595 52,399 54,283 55,735 55,089 


All chickens, mil. 369 359 363 : 419 438 423 475 540 


Livestock per 1,000 
pomiitatcor, Us woes ney 


Dairy cows 207 209 209 : 189. 190 192 LOW 199 
Other cattle L467 190 SO ae Se 329 347 361 hy 
Hogs 606 568 612": 38h bode, aOg L451 Ct 
Sheep LOC 383 386 : 396 399 L,O9 16 106 


All chickens 3,693 3523 3s59R 2 Bl2NG 94,334 eiap8e. eee eek cece 
1/ Preliminary. | | | 
2/ Includes U. S. civilian and armed forces. 


Compiled from reports of B. A. E. 


a“ 
Table 3.-Livestock: Numbers on farms January 1, 1916-18 average, and percent 
1939-43 is of 1916-18 average per 1,000 population, United States 


sree Wolo hart Percent of 1916-18 average 
Item ote 

average _ 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 
Dairy cows ; 208 90.9 pS 92.3 94.7 9507 
Other cattle ae Taree ye ss Tied 77.6 
Hogs 595 : 644.5 icve. 68.7 ets: 91.3 
Sheen 2, 989. 23. (301.8: Wades) eee cee ee 
All chickens 5 3583. et ule chO seat eee 89.0 98.9. sais 


Compiled from reports of B. A. E. 
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Because of the current interest in livestock numbers and production 
during World War I as compared with that of the current war, the following 
data have been prepared. Total grain-consuming animal units less horses and 
mules per capita have ranged from 75.5 to 98.2 percent of the 1916-18 average 
during the years 1939-43 (table 1), In spite of the rapid increases in 
livestock numbers during recent years, they do not appear to be burdensome 
when compared on a per capita basis with numbers during the first World War. 
Although sheep and chicken numbers kept pace with the increase in population, 
they did not offset the other classes of livestock that failed to keep up in 
production (tables 2 and 3). 


Yearly production of livestock and livestock products (tables 4-5) shows 
a more favorable relationship to United States population than does livestock 
on farms January 1. The production of cattle and calves was the only class 
of livestock failing to keep pace with human population. Since domestic con- 
sumption of meat animals is not considered in these data, imports and exports 
have been omitted. Although export figures for recent years are not available 
for publication, civilian, military, and lend-lease requirements will no doubt 
maintain a high level of demand for all livestock and livestock products pro- 
duced during the war and immediate post-war period. This demand should be 
sufficient to maintain prices at ceiling levels. 


Livestock numbers and production have increased much faster than feed 
grain production. Present trends indicate that feed grain supplies will be 


the limiting factor in livestock production rather than demand for livestock 


and livestock products. Wheat production is the only major food and feed 
crop that has kept pace with the increase in population (tables 6 and 7). 


Table 1.-Livestock animal units 1/: Numbers on farms, January, 1916-18 and 


1939-43, total United States population 2/, and percent 1939-43 
livestoc« animal units per capita 2/ is of 1916-18 average 


TGIOOONOLT 1918 1939) 19k0. | Ree 
Number, millions be he aL DIO OF) a ses eee 
U. S. population 2/ 100.0 “101.5 = 102.9 13000 131.5 1392.6 (13h Or ieee 
Per capita animal units 1.11 1.09 1.13 ~86 96 ie eo”, Ue 


Percent of 1916-18 - average per capita 2/ + 77.5 86.5 82,9, 88.3 98.2: 


1/ Excludes horses and mules from all grain-consuming animal units. 
Compiled from reports of B, A. E. 
2/ Includes U. S, civilian and armed forces. 


Compiled from Bureau of the Census data. 
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Table 2.-Livestock: Selected classes, numbers on farms, 
United States, January, 1916-18 and 1939-43 a 


7 


9434 


Item 1916 «1917. «1918 1939" (19L0" “19h ee 
nn = : es 
Livestock: P 

Dairy cows,’ thous.’ 20,752 21,212 °213536 : 21,600 24,926 25,478 26,398 26,946 
Other cattle, " 40,686 49,767 51,504 41,429 43,271 45,983 48,304 51,124 
Hogs, " 60,596 57,578 62,931 250,012 61,115. 54,256. 60,3770 79emen 
Sheep, " 40,010 38,886 39,664 51,595 52,399 54,283 55,735 55,089 
All chickens, mil. 369 359 363 : 419 438 1,23 475 50 
Livestock per 1,000 : 
population, U. S.: 2/ 
Se cans 207 209.':i‘ 2k s89 «190 oe 
Other cattle L67 4.90 AOL es Se 329 347 361 377 
Hogs 606 568 b1gve5 ° 38h 165 109 A51 543 
Sheep 4,00 383 386: 396 399 09 416 406 
All chickens 3,693 - 3,523 3,532: 3,210 »3,334° 93,188 Ay 


1/ Preliminary. | vai: 


2/ Includes U. S. civilian and armed forces. 


Compiled from reports of B. A. E. 


Table 3.-Livestock: Numbers on farms January 1, 1916-18 average, and percent 
1939-43 is of 1916-18 average per 1,000 population, United States 


ra eae Percent of 1916-18 average 
: average $ Ih ele L9LO oT TG aT AOL! 1943 
Dairy cows ee sae 90.9 91.3 92.3 94.7 95.47 
Other cattle 486 65.4 67.7 Tet Th e3 77.6 
Hogs 795 64.5 (Sie 68.7 fis yrs: Bes: 
Sheep 389 - 101.8 1026 105.1). 306.9 "apa 
All chiekens 3,583 89.6 93.1 89.0 98.9 Vie 
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Table 4.-Livestock: Yearly and per capita 1/ production, live weight, and live- 
- stock products produced per capita, United States, 1916-18 and 1939-42 


_»- Item BEEESIE Geol L918 88 « O39. os LOGO MONT das omens: 
a Million Pounds 
Production net ; . . ; ny 
Cattle and calves 2/ 15,933 16.764 15,658 :15,097. 15,583 16,718 17,860 
Hogs 2/ 13,562 - 225928 24.792 417,062. 17;043° LT yA73 “25,092 
Sheep and lambs 2/ Ieee eee 88S OeOE 2087: 8, 267) eas 
All chickens 3/ PIOe a Tet os 2, Sek) Bape 2, 13). 35003: ees 
“All manufactured . : 


dairy products, ee ~ 

milk equivalent 4/ 45,927 44.010 40,077 :62,617 65,000 69,951 70,544 
iigg production, : 
million dozens 5/ 2 hO0- 25308 -- 253933 355297 35299"! 3, NRO Ore 


Pounds 
Production per capita: : 
Beet end calves 2/ 159.3 165,2 152.2: 115.8 118.5, 26.1 13g 


Hogs 2/ £35.85 127k O1Gse8 2138.0. 129.6. 13Le ayes 
Sheep and lambs 2/ Thee SPT SOO TB 15,9. > 

~All chickens 3/ PSO) aban Senge ik eles 20.9 22.6, Sean 
All manufactured : : : 


dairy products, : . : 
Meee equivalent) $459.3. 439.5  ~389.5 2 480.2 49A3 » 5S275° 260k 
Egg production, doz. 5/ 24.0 Dee te ef 2 OBES DoS: 26-2 30.0 


1/ Includes U. S. civilian and armed forces. 


2/ Net production is obtained by deducting the weight of the animals shipped 


into the U. S. from the weight of animals sold off of and slaughtered on 
farms and adding or subtracting changes in inventory weights between the 
beginning and end of the year. 

3/ Total farm and nonfarm production. 

4/ Calculated by using a fixed conversion factor. 

5/ Includes farm and nonfarm production. 


™ 


- Compiled from reports of B, A. E. 


fable 5.-Livestock: Yearly production, eye wat chk and livestock products pro- 
duced per capita 1/ in- percent of 1916-18 average, United States,1939-k2 


as . > 1916-18 : i Percent of 1916-18 average 

(Class of livestock | y ee, esa Oe T5L3 
Cattle and calves ? SMO orcee > meee 72.9 mh. G 79.4 83.9 
Hogs rinks icy ty OF wee 96.5 95.5 97.1 116.0 
Sheenv and nae Le epee i PBS Be ion BO 5 150.0 Lice 
All chickens 2/ 22.0 96.8 95.0 102.7 115.5 
All manufactured dairy : : 
“products milk equivalent : 427.4 : 112 sh EY Sard, F23e4 12342 
Egg production, doz. : PSE ER Se ope 108.7 Ha RSF 129.9 


1/7 Includes U. S, civilian and armed forces, 
2/ Total farm and nonfarm production. 


Compiled from reports of B. A. &. 
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Table 6.-Crops (selected): Production during crop year, _ 


United States, 1916-18 and 1939-42° - f 

Crop Unit 5/1916 1917 1918 * 1939 1940. FORE gee 

Crop production total: ane | ne Paice sea . prec 

orn ere: F: mil, bus 2,425 2,908  2:441.12,58): 24G2° 2.07 eee 
Wheat °:. | Lae LM OMEN TL ii Ura age ys 904 : TAL raWls merge: fei 981 
Oats u sie L5lAO.. 2,443 Lee 3 958 TORS ol ee 
Barley Nie ae 159 182 225 3 B7 Se. eae 362 A426 
jd gn aa Wao POTS er ee oo9) OBE ABD ain Saat ho: op 
Potatoes Nee ta 270-399 3L0°3 342° — S76 356 Oke 
‘Dry edible’ beans Mid. LOD= tet as Sonu e ah d tie a 17 18 20 
lb. bags : bata 


Crop production per 


Capita, U.S. 1/, Bebe ee ii sae : : 
Cori: . bus oc eer 2ONT 2a 8 Ge 
Wheat =. : Ms LOR SNe OR RY o AC ete 5M ee ee 652 tee: Les 
Oats WV 0 Ps Ee Re. Ae gree S29. 6 
Barley La L.6 - 28 B22 2g 
Rye i" ‘ ohh 26 Pas) ; ¥. . “a oa ack 
_, Potatoes ee sas PI amy RO shina 8 os ea a em, 2.9 Cat 2265= 
.Dry edible beans “bse. 6, 762 8 10.0" 0a Se ee 
i/ Includes U. S. civilian and armed forces. 


Compiled from reports of B. A. EH. 


Table 7,.-Crop production during crop year per capita, United States Ly 3 
in percent of 1916-18 average, 1939-2 


beap te v Percent of 1916-18 average 2/ 

: average 3 Los 1940 1941 ates 

Corn bushels. s..° 25.6 Lise Tee Vos9 92.6 
Wheat it : ek : SOL Sy ok: 100.1 LO342 
2) aaa a eats Pe ugnas pees Ger ei 55.6 TiS Oe 76.8 
Barley " A a a ae i whan A a LAS. ee a 
Rye ) coe Ale) ES a ae BOL 57.0 SESS 
Potatoes Mpa ewan 333 : POCO. 86.6 81.2 84,.0 
Dry edible beans,pounds : 9.1 fo. ea Thi ek 1b eo 160.9 


1/ Includes U. S. civilian and armed forces, 
2/ Computed from unrounded figures. 


Compiled from reports of B. A. Bist 3s : 


moe 
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